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What about the sermon is not 100% crystal clear to me?
● List all things here to be answered for yourself.
● If it’s a mist in the pulpit it will be a fog in the pew.

Bottom Line: Portable, memorable, truthful
Three Questions:

1. First Question
2. Second Question
3. Third Question

Primary Passage: James 4:1-3
Supporting Scriptures: Jeremiah 17:9; Hebrews 4:14-16
Fallen Condition: Depression, Disobedience, Rejection, Independence
Gospel Invitation: How will I present the Gospel as an invitation to follow Christ
through this message?
_____________________________________________

Always choose to inspire rather than shame your congregation. -Darrin Patrick

Comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. -Mark Batterson

If Sunday is left on Sunday morning Sunday morning will be forgotten. So bring Sunday
morning into Wednesday evening.

Bring them down Addison’s Walk with question, wonder, and passion. You may be
preaching to the next C.S. Lewis.

Widget: None
Week Long Sermon Production:

● SoundCloud Song List Post

Things to go in ProPresenter
Things to be said word-for-word
Questions to be asked

Cultural Statements To Include:
- It's ok not to be ok, but it's not ok to stay that way.
- The deepest thing you can do is share Jesus with others.
- The good news of the Gospel is not achieved but believed and received.
- You can be inspired in a row, but life change happens in a circle.

https://www.churchandculture.org/blog/2020/10/15/addisons-walk
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- I am the owner of nothing, but the manager of everything.
- We exist for those that are not here yet.
- The church is not a place I go to but a movement I choose to be a part of.
- We are “find a better way” people.
- If better is possible than good is simply not good enough.
- We exist for them for the sake of him.

ME
● This is the last week in our four week series, Enemies of the Heart. If you have

missed one of the weeks go back and watch them on our YouTube page or listen
to them on our podcast page because they have been fire.

● As a reminder we are looking at these four emotions that invade our hearts. Four
emotions that leave us with a spiritually sick heart.

● We are looking at four emotions that correspond to four real or perceived
emotional or relational debts. In every one of these emotions there is a debt or a
perceived debt to be paid.

○ Week one: Guilt - I OWE YOU - Confession
○ Week two: Anger - YOU OWE ME - Forgiveness
○ Week three: Greed - I OWE ME - Generosity
○ Week four: Jealousy - GOD OWES ME

● All of these emotions are emotions that interrupt the health of our hearts.
● You know Cardiologists use different tests to check the health of our hearts. One

of those tests is called an arteriogram. An arteriogram is essentially an x-ray of
our arteries.

● The way they do this is by injecting dye into our bodies, right into our blood
streams. Then they monitor the dye on a screen and as the dye approaches our
hearts they can see which arteries are constricted by a blockage. Even an
untrained eye can see where the blockage is at this point. It’s actually obvious on
the screen.

● And this basic test can quite literally save someone’s life. A heart blockage is
nothing to mess around with. Many of you have lost people very close to you
from heart disease. You know how serious heart health is.

● Here are three shocking stats on heart disease in America.
○ Every 36 seconds someone in America dies of heart disease.
○ Every year in America 655k people die from heart disease.
○ In America, 1 out of every 4 people die from heart disease.
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● The problem with heart disease is that someone’s physical prowess does not
always reflect the health of his or her heart. On the outside someone may be
able to swing a hammer all day long, or run miles and miles, or bench and squat
hundreds of pounds, play rounds and rounds of golf without any aches or pains
and still at the end of the day keel over from a heart attack.

● The heart is the center of our lives, but the reality is that without the right tests,
which are fairly inconvenient for us to get, it’s almost impossible to really know
the health of our hearts. There are some signs our bodies give us, sure… BUT
those signs can play out in other benign things like headaches or certain types of
body aches and so these signs often go unnoticed or outright ignored.

● Our spirits are the same. Without legitimate tests, it’s hard for us to know the
condition of our spirits.

● We may see signs that our spirits are in a state of unhealth, but they can also
seem to be fairly benign:

○ We raise our voice to our kids or our spouse inappropriately and we blame
it on stress

○ We cut someone off in traffic and smile about it and we just blame it on a
busy life and being in a hurry

○ We have a terrible attitude at work and we blame it on our bosses poor
leadership

● These all have excuses and they seem so benign, but what if there is a deeper
issue, something lurking underneath the surface of all of that in our spirits ready
to take us out?

● We need a test. Throughout this series we have gone to the only thing that can
truly test us and that is Scripture. At Redemption, we believe that God gave us a
Bible and if we really want to know what is good, right, and true we have to look
to the Bible for this and not depend on our hearts.

● Why not depend on our own hearts? Because of what Jeremiah 17:9 says.

JEREMIAH 17:9
9 “The human heart is the most deceitful of all things,

and desperately wicked.
Who really knows how bad it is?

TABLE OF CONTENTS / YOU VERSION
INTRO
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● Today we are mostly going to be looking at a letter that a man named James
wrote. This man James was a follower of Jesus and he happened to be the
brother of Jesus.

● This is a man that we want to listen to. Let's hear what he has to say on the topic
of jealousy.

GOD

JAMES 4:1
Drawing Close to God

4 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the evil
desires at war within you?

● James is clear that when we get to fighting among ourselves with those around
us that the things that come out of us in those moments of frustration and
tension come from within us. The fighting isn’t caused by the other person as
much as its caused by us and the things from inside of us.

JAMES 4:2a
2 You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what
others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them...

● Man, these are strong words. Ever been jealous of something someone else has?
Sure you have. Ok, now, eer scheme and kill to get it? Probably not.

● This MAY be hyperbole, but it might not be either.
● My wife watches a lot of murder mystery shows. Not sure why she is so into it,

but she is really into it. Forensic Files and shows like that. From time to time I get
sucked into them too.

● What’s interesting about these shows is how many of the people are murdered
because of jealousy. The murderer was jealous of a relationship the person was
in or jealous of the money a person made. Jealousy is often at the root of these
moments.

● Shoot, the first murder in the Bible had jealousy at the center of it.
● And James says you fight and wage war and take it away from them… isn’t this

what most wars are centered on? One country has what another does not, and so
that country sets out to seize the assets of another country.
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● So maybe scheming and killing, fighting and waging war due to jealousy isn’t
hyperbole. Jealousy is something that ROTS our hearts. It turns us into irrational
and sometimes violent people.

WE

● Ever been jealous? Have you ever wanted:
○ Her waist size? His sports car? Their house?
○ Her kitchen? His grill? Their pool?
○ Her SAT scores? His job? Their marriage?
○ Her friend group? His bank account? Their vacation?

● The problem is that we all get jealous from time to time. If it isn’t her instagram
followers, it’s his promotion, or it's their children etc. But we all get jealous over
something.

● I struggle with jealousy as a pastor. And I promise it’s not over your car, your
house, or your biceps. I couldn’t care less about any of those things. But I
struggle with the things I don’t have.

○ When I see another pastor who preaches better than me, I get jealous.
○ When I see another pastor lead better than me, jealousy creeps in.
○ When I see another church grow faster than our church, I struggle with

jealousy.
○ When I see another church have a church building, jealousy becomes

tangible inside my heart.
● And when we feel jealous we aren’t really upset with the other people who have

more than we do. You know who we are upset with? We are upset with God.
● God gave her that thing, or him that thing, or them that thing and he didn’t bless

us with that thing.
● Our friend was born beautiful, smart, and strong but I wasn’t. Our friend was born

into a loving and wealthy family, but I wasn’t. True jealousy doesn’t leave us upset
with someone else, it leaves us upset with God. God, why didn’t you give me the
same things you gave to them?

● But here is the problem with jealousy… jealousy deals with appetites. Jealousy
deals with the things in our life that are truly insatiable. This is what an appetite
is… something that can never be fully satisfied. Appetites can be quelled for a
moment in time, but let’s be honest, no matter how full you are after Thanksgiving
dinner, you don’t give up on eating. That is food, but what about your appetite for
nice cars, a bigger house, a better job, or more prestigious friends and



Sermon Series || Sermon Name || Date

professional connections? Appetites like these can’t be quenched, only quelled.
And our jealousy over other people's things grows around our appetites.

● For example, you may have an appetite for a nice car and because of that
appetite you may be jealous over someone's new car that’s faster than yours and
has more gadgets than yours does… until you get a new one that outshines
there's. But then… your car eventually ages and after 2 years another friend has a
nicer and newer car than you, and the jealousy grumble starts again. Because our
appetites are insatiable.

“Appetites grow through indulgence--not neglect. Gluttons think just as much about
food as starving people.”
-CS Lewis

● We all struggle with the temptation of jealousy. No one is exempt. And God knew
that we would be struggling with jealousy as long as silver shines and gold
shimmers.  This is why it made the top 10 in Exodus 20. Do not covet the things
that belong to your neighbor. Don’t lust over them. Don’t get jealous over what
they have.

● But although James gives us a gloomy look at the condition of all of our hearts
and the impact jealousy has on it he wants to take us a step further and point us
in the right direction.

● Let's keep reading.

JAMES 4:2b
...Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it.

● What do we do with desires and appetites that we can’t fully satisfy? We bring
them to God. And this makes sense because who is the one who created our
appetites? God did. And God is the only one who can satisfy those appetites.

● This is such an interesting thing for James to say. It makes it seem like what?
Right, it makes it seem like God is a blue genie from Aladdin. It makes it seem
like God is a cosmic gumball machine and we have unlimited quarters in the form
of prayers. Here you go God, one prayer, one thing I want. Another prayer and
another thing I want. I will send up a shower of prayers and I will get a shower of
gifts.

● To be clear, as you probably already know, God doesn’t operate like this.
● Unfortunately, many of us act like God operates like this, even though we know he

doesn’t.
● But James isn’t trying to say God is a blue genie. There is more.
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● So let’s read the fine print of this prayer contract.

JAMES 4:3
3 And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you want
only what will give you pleasure.

● What a charge against us… I feel personally attacked. Anyone else feel
attacked?

● This is true though, isn’t it?
● Who in here has asked for something from God and in the middle of your prayer

you kinda felt bad for asking BECAUSE… you knew the motives of your heart
and you felt yourself TRYING to hide those motives from God… as if you could.

● But here is the truth… God wants us to know him as the source of all that is
good. And when he says no to our requests we need to trust him.

● Our motives matter. The same way a father says no to funding his daughters
drunken sorority girl college days and decides to pull her home for a semester,
God isn’t going to finance our self-destructive search for meaning outside of him.

● Mick Jagger was right, “You can’t always get what you want.”

YOU
● But you know the sinister thing about jealousy is that it makes it impossible to

fully live out the calling Jesus put on our lives.
● You cannot love God with your everything and love your neighbor as yourself if

you are jealous of your neighbor.
● How do you love or serve someone who is a constant terrible reminder of what

we are not?
● When jealousy has entered the game, the game becomes a race that the other

person is not even aware of. And when that person pulls ahead of you in the
race, when that person gets the nicer newer something or has the better
healthier relationship you all of a sudden can’t stand to be around them.

● I mean, can you love someone that you secretly hope fails? You know what I
mean. We have all been there. Secretly we sit back waiting and wishing that
someone we know gets demoted rather than promoted. That is jealousy.

● Is there anyone in your life that you would secretly celebrate their failure? If so,
what is it about that person that you are jealous of? And to take it another step,
why do you think God owes you that thing?
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WE
● Yes. That’s what jealousy is. It is a belief that God owes you that thing. When

someone has a nicer bigger house than you, you aren’t thinking that the owner of
that house owes you a house like that. That is preposterous. But when jealousy
sets in after a while it turns to resentment and the resentment, if we are honest,
rests in our relationship with God. God, why did you not give me the same
blessings or the same opportunities as that person. And while you're at it God,
why don’t you upgrade some of these body parts of mine?

● Jealousy says God owes me.
● So what do we believe God owes us? What do you specifically believe? Take all

the things that you are jealous about others:
○ Job
○ Bank Account
○ Second Vacation Home at The Lake
○ Sports Car
○ Children
○ The Vacations… etc.

● ...Take all of those things and take it to the Lord. Let him know that you think he
owes you those things.

● Don’t beat around the bush, be blunt and candid. God, you owe me these things.
● If it feels a bit overwhelming and childish to take a list of things you want to God

and let him know that he owes you… then you are on the right track. It should
feel overwhelming and childish.

● If you really think God has mistreated you and that he owes you things your
neighbors have that you don’t then you need to re-invest some time with God.
Spend some time reading the New Testament. The New Testament writers make
it so painfully clear that we were goners without the grace and mercy given us by
God himself. He has given us the most priceless gift in the world in him sending
his Son to die on the cross for us.

● The truth is that WE OWED GOD a debt so big we never could have paid it, and
so he paid it and to those who accept his son’s death and resurrection, they are
forgiven and their sins are erased forever.

● We owe God everything, every piece of our lives… and we also owe him an
apology for all the times we have let our appetites get out of control. For all the
times we have allowed jealousy to rule and reign over our hearts. For all the
times we have bought into the lie that God owes us.
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● But WHEN we do feel jealous of others, because we will always struggle with
those appetites… again, you don’t give up eating forever after Thanksgiving
meal, even though you swear you are never gonna eat again.

● WHEN jealousy creeps back into our lives… take it to God.
● In another New Testament book, the book of Hebrews 4 we read these words

starting in verse 14.

HEBREWS 4:14-16
14 So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. 15 This High Priest of ours understands our
weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. 16 So let us
come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we
will find grace to help us when we need it most.

● Jesus faced all the same testings as we did, yet he did not sin. He was tempted
by everything we are tempted with. This means that Jesus was tempted to keep
up with the Joneses.

● I love how the NIV puts it…

HEBREWS 4:15
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses,
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.

● So when you feel that jealousy creep in, and you know that the rotted parts in
your heart are saying to you, “God owes me”, take it to the Great High Priest,
Jesus.

● But let me give you one more practical step in defeating jealousy after you pray
and take it to Jesus. The next thing is to celebrate.

● What’s the focus of this celebration? Anyone you have ever envied. Replace your
jealousy over them with celebration for them.

● It’s hard to envy someone you are celebrating. All the things they have, the stuff,
the size, the shimmer, and the shine… celebrate it. Be the first one to
congratulate them and be sincere about it too.

● Besides, you know how jealousy looks. It’s so ugly and unbecoming on a person.
● When Britt and I travel, which we do often because we get free flights and stay in

places like the palace we stayed in Mexico that was $33 a night, we always have
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someone who will comment things like “Must be nice.” or “I wish I were in Mexico
right now.” or “Ugghhhh I really need a vacation.” Not sure if those people think
that jealousy looks good on them or what, but it really doesn’t.

● And you have had these moments too, whether it’s a sideways comment about
your new car or home. Or whether it’s a frown and silence from a hopeful mother
when you introduce your new baby. Jealousy just does not look good on anyone.
So don’t let it look bad on you.

● Life is not a zero-sum game. Someone else's win is not your loss.
● So instead of entering into interactions with friends with jealousy, we need to

enter those interactions ready to celebrate, because…
● When we celebrate others' blessings and victories we can truly love them.

● And Redemption, what this means as a church is that we celebrate other
churches. If another church down the road has more salvations and baptisms
than we do, we celebrate them. We aren’t jealous of them.

● If another church down the road outpaces us in growth, we celebrate that. We
don’t grow jealous of it.

● If other churches in our community have buildings and we are nomads for a
season, we celebrate how God has blessed those churches, but we don’t let
jealousy creep in.

● When we celebrate others' blessings and victories we can truly love them.
● God has called us to love our neighbors as ourselves and we will do that as

individuals and we will do that as a church.
● And think of it this way, as the poet and philosopher Mick Jagger said, “You can’t

always get what you want.” but why?
● Why can’t we? If God, our heavenly father, has the ability to bless us with

everything in the world, why doesn’t he? Our heavenly father is a great teacher
and he is always trying to teach us something… so what is he trying to teach us
in these moments of want?

● Maybe in the moments of want, when our appetites grow through desperate
desire of what we don’t have and we aren’t in a season of indulgence, maybe
God is saying I am all you need. Stop running after all of that, stop draining
everyone dry around you, stop pulling everyone toward a goal that is not my
goal… just rest in me, learn from me, and love me. Be with me as I am with you.
Focus on me. And you will find out that I am all you need.

COMMUNION
CONFESSION | WORTHY MANNER
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On the night when Jesus was betrayed, he took the bread and he gave
thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in pieces and said, “This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

In the same way, he took the cup of wine after supper, saying, “This cup is
the new covenant between God and his people—an agreement confirmed by
my blood. Do this in remembrance of me as often as you drink it.”

For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the
Lord’s death until he comes again.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Announcement 1
2. Announcement 2

A CHURCH THAT LINGERS LASTS
PROMISE/BENEDICTION
Proverbs 4:23
Guard your heart above all else,

for it determines the course of your life.


